Activity C: What happens to the wetlands if the shoreline
migrates?

As temperatures rise, the water shoreline will fall. With that decrease in the water levels, some wetlands may
not be capable of migrating with the shoreline, eliminating the important factors like species habitat, nutrient
filtering, and flood protection that wetlands contribute.
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1. Divide the class into working groups comprised of three to
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2. Draw a line on a sheet of graph paper topographic maps and identify the wetland near the shoreline
that represents the straight line on the in each, using the map’s key.
map.
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1. How could global warming play a role in shoreline migration?

2. What shoreline characteristics must exist for a wetland to
successfully migrate with a shoreline?

Ask each student to choose a plant or animal species that would
be found in a wetland area. They should write a poem that
expresses their knowledge and feelings about that organism.
Students should also illustrate the organism as it exists in its
wetland environment. Ask students to tell the class about the
organism they have chosen and share the poems and drawings
they have done. Small groups and poster sessions are good ways
for sharing work.

Global warming is predicted to lower the
level of the Great Lakes from 1 to 3 meters
by the year 2025, For a wetland to migrate
successfully, the slope of the land must be
very gentle, and the change must occur
slowly enough to allow sediments to
accumulate.
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